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New York éenings This \jeek 


School for Wives-ANTA Playhouse, 3/18/51. ANTA limited run presentation of 
Theatre de L'Athenee in the Moliere classic starring Louis Jouvet. Production is in 
Frenche 


Digests of Current Reviews -- more on back pege 


The Green Pastures-Broadwey, 3/15/51. Unanimous applause of daily appraisers 
welcomed back Marc Cornelly's fable, with ‘4illiam Marshall in the role of “de Lawd" 
With only minor reservations 911 departments were praised. Critics generally agreed 
thet except for Marshall's youth he was just about perfect. Atkinson, Times, 
thought he was kindly, rather than grande (While McClain, Journal ‘American complained 
that dialect made him difficult to understand. Ossie Davis, Avon Long Alonzo Bosan 
end the Hall Johnson Choir shared adjectives among the large cast. Robert Edmond 
Jones sets and Connelly'’s directitdn were deemed superb, Revival lacked some of the 
spiritual loftiness of the original. commented \Mtts, Post. He also felt Broadway 
Theatre was too large for the production. Pollock, Compass, didn't find play as amus- 
ing as he first thought it was. . 


Springtime for Henry-Golden, 3/14/51. Newspaper reviewers greeted revival of 
Benn W. Levy's farce with friendly mild reviews which honored Edward Everett Hortone 
Actor has been touring the country in the play since 1932, and only two critics were 
unkind enough to’ tell him he should have kept -it out-of New York City. Altogether 
the production which features:Hugh Wakefield, Ursula-Howells and Haile Stoddard re- 
ceived four “con” notices from Journal American,- Post, Eagle and Women's Wear critics. 
_They felt pley was very badly dated and that scant humor was spread too thine Cri- 
tics who had seen original 1931 production found present version couldn't compare in 
acting or pace. ‘Critics of:Time end World Telegram & Sun were inclined to give Hor- 
ton the benefit of the poet though they were undecided in their final opinion. 


Romeo and suabeashenethetebe 3/10/51. Split decision filed by daily critics on 
merits of Olivia de Havilland's performance in the Dwight Deere \Wiman offices produc- 
tion of the Shakespeare classic. Actually Qliver Messel's lavish sets and costumes 
won top honors. Every reviewer except Atkinson, Times, praised them for framing one 

..~ Of Broadway's most beautiful productions of the Bard. Times critic, who praised play 
felt there was much too much scenery on stage. Critics of Herald Tribune, News, Com- 
pass, Bagle and liorning Telegraph panned production and ster for lacking in the re- 
quired poetry and music. They suggested that Miss Hevilland recited her lines too 
often, tried too herd’ to play youthful, end was too ambitious a part to try. Jack 
Hawkins was singJad out by two reviewers as being in the true lyrical menner. Direc- 
tor Peter Glenville was blamed by Bolton, Morning Telegraph, for misdirecting and mis- 
casting. Hawkins, \iT&S, noting that the star received 16 curtain colls praised en- 
tire production as being perfect. 


Editorial Pros and Cons 


Billboard TV critic for the éobéat tine in beneath weeks penned "showtime USA" 
which is produced in cooperation with ANTA. Reviewer was perturbed that program with 
unlimited talent resources still fails to make the grade. Except for 4 three to five 
minute scene from a current play or past hit, the Vinton Freedley produced telecast 
shapes up as merely another TV variety show. ANTA is missing a great promotion oppor= 
tunity to encourage theatre-going throughout, the country if it doesn't. revise the 
program's format. 
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Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-So" means. the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
@n entertaining or stimulating evsning. 


le NY Times 11. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freemon 


2e NY Hsvald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22¢ Commonweal 

NY Naows 13. Journal of Commerce 23. Cue 

4 NY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathan 24. ChreSeisMonitor 
5. NY Corpass 15. Ward Morehouse 25. Sat Review Lit. 
6. NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 

7. NY Journal ‘merican 17. Variety . 27. Tine 

8. World Telegram & Sun . 18. Billboard | 28. Notion 

Brockiyn Eagle 19. Theatres Arts 29. New Ravublic 


10. Newark News . 20. New Leader 30. New Yorker 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-Music Box, 9/25/50. Eret 2-3-4-5-7-8-13-17-18+27-30. 

Cont 
ANGEL_IN THE PAVNSHOP-Booth,. 1/18/51. Pros 3~6-8-10-11-12-13-18-30. 

Cout 
THE AUTUMN GARDEN-Coronet, 3/7/5146 Pro? 
Cont 1--4-5-6-10- -11-15-17-18. 
200K AND CANDLE-Berrymore, 11/14/50. Pros 23 votes. 
Gon? 
BILLY LY BUDD-Biltmore, 2/10/51. Prot 1-6-8-9-10-1 
Cont 2=3-4-5-7 ~11-12-18-20-2 2-30. 

CALL ME _MADAM-Imperial, 10/12/50. Pro: 23 votese Cont 18-19=28-29. So-Sot 3. 


THE COUNTRY GIRL-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Pro: 23 votese. Cont 4=8-14+27- -28-30. 


GFNTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES~Ziegfeld, 12/8/50¢ ‘Pros 21 votese Cont 6-28. 
‘So-S0% 14-18=22=23-27. 
GUYS_AND DOLLS-46th St.»Theatre, 11/24/50. Prot 29 votes. Cont 286 


THE SAPPY TIME TIME-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Pro: 20 votess Cont 5=6-15-19-26-2 7-28-30. 


TFE GROUND-48th St.: Theatres 2/20/5ls: Prot Gont 1-2-3-5-8-9. 


KISS ME KATE- Shubert, 12/31/48, Pros 27 votes Cont 29. 


THE LADY'S NOT: FOR BURNING-Royale, 12/8/50. Prot 23 votese Cont 3+5-11-29. 
17-30. . 
THE MEMBER OF THE WEDDING- -Bnpirey 1/5/50. Prot’25 votese Cont 14, So-00% 2-27-30. 


THE MOON IS BLUE-Miller, 3/8/51. Prot votese’ None-12-13-14- 19-20-21-22- 28° 


OUT _OF THIS \JORLD-Century, 12/21/50. P Prot So-S0t 25 
THE ROSE TATTOO-Mertin Beck, 2/3/51. Prot 17 votese Cont 4=6-7-14-24-25-27, 
So-S0 8, 
SFASON IN THE SUN-Cort, 9/28/50 Pros “19 ¥ votese Cons 9-11-20-24-26, 20- 10. 


SECOND THRESHOLD-Morosco, 1/2/51. Prot = 
Cont 
SOUTH PAC IFIC-Majestic, 4/8/49. Pros 1-2- 18-19-24-25-26- 
Con: SO-SOt 236 
TWENTI"TH CENTURY-Fulton, 12/24/50. Prot’ 20 ‘vot votese Cont 5-24-28, 


D/RKNESS AT NOON-Royale, 1/13/51. Pros 16 votese 1-14- 
So-S0t 
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